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Village of Ossining - Introduction 

The Village of Ossining, established in 1813, is located on the banks of the Hudson.   It is a small, 
densely settled, ethnically diverse community of three square miles bounded by the Town of 
Ossining from the south, the Hudson River on the west and the Village of Croton to the North. The 
Village and its immediate suburbs have a population of more than forty thousand people. 

The Village is an enthusiastic participant in redevelopment activities of its historic downtown and 
waterfront. It offers considerable assets, including but not limited to: land, links to the regional  
transportation  system,  including  the  Taconic  State  Parkway,  the  Saw  Mill  River Parkway and 
the New York State Thruway (I-87), navigable Hudson River access including a ferry service to 
Haverstraw, a Metro North Train Station, Westchester County Bee Line Bus Service and proximity 
to Westchester County Airport. In addition, the Village of Ossining is uniquely known for its scenic 
beauty and a rich cultural and architectural history.  

The Village of Ossining is seeking a qualified developer to collaborate with the Village in the 
renovation and re-use of a National Register-listed historic building built in 1908 which sits on a 
parcel of property (map attached) that is located at the intersection of Main Street and Route 9.  The 
Village is desirous of partnering with a developer with a good track record, sound financial 
backing, and commitment to implementing creative, quality development in a timely manner. The 
Village is willing to consider a private venture or a public/private partnership whereby the Village 
can partner with an entity to provide a dynamic use for residents and visitors alike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economic Development Strategic Objectives and Accomplishments 

The Village has invested time and capital in the redevelopment of Downtown Ossining. There has 
been what some would call an “economic boom” in the Village of Ossining over the past couple of 
years. This economic boom will no doubt lead to a successful venture at the 200 Main Building. 

In 2012, the Village of Ossining set forth economic development strategic objectives that laid a 
strong foundation for economic development growth in the Village. The strategic objectives 
include: increasing the buying power in and around our downtown area through approval of new 
market rate residential units, improved and enhanced pedestrian and traffic circulation and finally 
increased beautification efforts of our downtown area to promote the Village of Ossining as 
welcoming community.   

Some of our accomplishments include, but are not limited to, 

Increased buying power in our downtown area through approval of new market rate 
residential units: 

• The sale and redevelopment of a village-owned parking lot in the middle of our downtown 
that was created as a result of a fire in the 1990s, to 31 residential and two retail units. 

• The construction of the Harbor Square project, that will consist of 188 residential units and 
a restaurant space, which is projected to be completed in early 2016   

• The Village  also anticipates sending  out RFPs in 2015 for two additional Village-owned 
properties for re-development, that will ultimately increase the buying power of the area 

Improved and enhanced pedestrian and traffic circulation: The conversion of Spring Street - a 
major thoroughfare in the middle of the downtown- from a one-way street which stifled fluid traffic 
circulation throughout the downtown, to a two-way street.   This conversion now makes locating 
businesses on Spring Street a feasible alternative and improves traffic circulation for residents and 
visitors.  As part of this project, the Village has updated crosswalks and continues to identify 
pedestrian – friendly modifications.    

Increased beautification efforts: The Village has invested in a number of beautification 
initiatives, such as new street signs, furnishings, plantings, seasonal sidewalk cleanings and 
partnered with a local bank to offer low interest loans to property owners to upgrade/rehab their 
facades to offer an inviting environment to visitors.  

These efforts have been positive and have generated record financial investment by developers, 
businesses and residents who want to be a part of the revitalization effort in the Village.   

                         



Site and Zoning Background Information 

200 Main Street is specifically defined as Section 89.19, Block 4, Lot 46.  Located on a 
parcel totaling approximately 6,100 square feet or 0.14+/- acres, 200 Main Street is located 
in our Downtown Historic District. The building has two stories and a basement and was 
constructed in 1908 in the Beaux-Arts style.  200 Main Street was built to serve as the 
headquarters of the Ossining Bank for Savings and it functioned in this capacity until the 
bank’s closure in 1983.  In 2003 it was donated to the Village of Ossining.  The structure is 
currently vacant and is approximately 5,200 square feet, excluding the basement. It is 
architecturally significant as one of the best preserved examples of Beaux Arts architecture 
in Westchester County and is listed on the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  as  a  
contributing  structure  within  the  Downtown Historic District. 

The Downtown Historic District was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
1988, given local Historic District designation in 2012 and contains the structures that have 
constituted the civic, religious, and entrepreneurial heart of the Village since the middle of 
the 19th century. The district contains a total of sixty-three (63) properties,  of  which  
thirty-seven  are  historic  structures  that  contribute  to  the  architectural integrity of the 
district under National Register criteria.  The heart of the district is known as the Crescent, 
a name bestowed upon it due to the path of Main Street as it winds its way downhill with 
200 Main Street located at the beginning of the Crescent. 

200 Main Street is located in our Village Center (VC) Zoning District which has the 
following goals: 

• To preserve historic downtown Ossining as the center of Village life; 
• To promote increased business activity in the downtown by permitting uses 

and levels of intensity that are greater than elsewhere in the Village; and 
• To provide opportunities for upstairs residences or offices in the downtown so 

as to encourage street life at all times of the day and evening. 
 
200 Main Street is a key building that will implement the community’s vision of a 
downtown that has a unique dining and shopping destination to attract residents and 
visitors, both during the day and night. 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                 Map of 200 Main Street



Site Inspection and Additional Documentation 

Site Inspection 

The property will be sold “as is” and all respondents are urged to do a walkthrough of the property.  
Please contact Ingrid M. Richards at (914) 941-3554 or irichards@villageofossining.org if 
interested in a site visit. 
 

Additional Documents 

Prior to submission of a proposal, the Office of Downtown and Economic Development 
recommends that interested parties review the following documents, at the Village of Ossining 
website. www.villageofossining.org  

• Village   of   Ossining   Zoning   Code   Chapter   270:   Contains the zoning regulations 
for the VC zoning district. 

• Village   of   Ossining   Comprehensive   Plan   (2009):  Contains goals and 
recommendations for the Village of Ossining including the downtown. 

• Significant    Sites    &    Structures    Guide    (2010):    Contains additional information 
on the history and architecture of 200 Main Street. 

The below are available for review at the website for the Office of Downtown and Economic 
Development.   www.villageofossining.org/economicdevelopment 

• Village of Ossining, Economic Development reports  
• Calgi report, Village of Ossining Bank for Savings Facility Review and Study, (2003) 
• GDC, 200 Main Street, Existing Site Survey (2013) 

http://www.villageofossining.org/
http://www.villageofossining.org/economicdevelopment


Public Comment 

The Village of Ossining held a public workshop in 2010 to get comments on possible uses as well 
as architectural and site plan elements that are of importance to 200 Main Street.  These comments 
are not meant to dictate the direction of any proposed development nor is it required to have all of 
the comments applied in a proposal submission.  The public comments are strictly to inform any 
proposed developer of the architectural and site plan elements and uses that the community thinks 
are important or would benefit the Village and its future goals.  Below summarizes the public 
comments. 

Site Plan Elements: 

• The group agreed that the site’s location at the intersection of Route 9 and Main Street 
posed challenges in terms of pedestrian access. Given the small size of the site, the options 
for facilitating pedestrian access on the site itself are limited and should be worked into the 
site plan. 

• The group also indicated that given the constraints imposed on the site in light of the fact 
that the original structures did not have any on-site parking available that any proposals 
should assume that on-street and municipal parking lots nearby will be the primary parking 
for this site. 

Architectural Elements: 

• A clear consensus emerged among the group that preservation of the historic integrity of the  
original 1908 portion of the structure is important. The group agreed that no one wanted to 
see alterations to the historic aspects of the structure’s exterior. One participant stated that it 
is important that the original Bank for Savings sign remain on the building after its 
redevelopment. Another participant pointed out that the current interior of the building is 
not the original 1908 interior, and thus the interior could be completely remodeled without 
fear of damaging historic integrity. 

• Several pointed out that the 1949 south-side addition of the building could be expanded to 
provide additional floor space for the new occupant without impacting the historic parts of 
the structure.  However, the group was split on whether a vertical expansion to the 1949 
addition should be permitted. 

Uses: 

• The group discussed several potential uses for the site. Proposed uses for the site included a 
     restaurant, an audio-visual center, and an indoor farmer’s market. 



Required Contents of Proposal 

All interested parties should submit the following information for consideration: 

I.     INTRODUCTION 

A cover letter that includes the name, address, phone number, fax number, email address,  Federal  
ID  number  (if  applicable),  and  Business  ID  number  (if applicable) of the person or entity 
submitting the proposal. The cover letter should also be used to describe why you are interested in 
this particular project and what you feel your organization can bring to the project that would be in 
the interest of Ossining at this point in time. 

II. QUALIFICATIONS 

1.   Resumes: Please identify the principals and members of the development team (architects, 
engineers, financial partners, etc.) and describe their roles/responsibilities in the planning and 
implementation of this project. Include resumes for all parties. 

2.   Representative Project Experience: Please provide relevant project experience. In particular, 
projects financed and completed within the last three (3) years, as well as ongoing projects with 
their stage of development. Specify projects that involve the development team members that will 
also be part of your Ossining proposal. 

3.   Financial Responsibility: Please provide proof of financial capability to develop the proposed 
project. This proof must include the following: 

• Identify if the Developer/Respondent is a subsidiary of, or affiliated with any other 
corporation(s) or firm(s). 

• Indicate  whether  the  Developer/Respondent,  the  parent  corporation, subsidiary or 
affiliated corporation, or any of the officers or principal members or other interested parties 
have been adjudged bankrupt, either voluntary or involuntary, within the past 10 years. 

• Indicate whether the Developer/Respondent or anyone referred to above has been indicted 
for or convicted of any felony within the past 10 years. 

• Indicate whether the Developer/Respondent or anyone referred to above has been 
summoned to appear in Ossining Village Court on a Housing Code violation. 

 

4.   References 

Please provide six references as follows: 

• Three (3) references should be provided from financial institutions, lenders and project 
sponsors demonstrating the Respondent’s ability to complete projects in a timely manner 
and within established budgets. 

• Three (3) references should be provided from clients (municipal officials), indicating ability 
to complete projects in a timely manner, and demonstrating the success of the project. 
References shall include the contact     name,     title,     address     and     phone     number     
of     the organization/individual listed and the name, size, and scope of the project(s) in 
which they had an association with the Respondent. 

 



III. PLANNING PROCESS 

Please describe your development team’s expectations for how the visioning and planning 
processes would take place and contribute to the advancement of a development agreement with the 
Village. Include a projected timeline. 
 
IV. PRELIMINARY PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

Provide the Village with a preliminary conceptual plan of the potential uses for the subject parcel(s) 
including: 
 

• information demonstrating that your proposed project meets the zoning requirements; 
• a description  of how your proposal(s) meets the Village’s and 

community’s visions and goals; and 
• a  timetable  for  the  implementation  of  your  proposal,  as  well  as  the projected 

approval process. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Details 
 
Purchase Price 
Village is legally required to receive fair market value for the property based on an appraisal. The 
Village will consider having a portion of the consideration satisfied by the purchaser providing 
non-cash consideration, such as public amenities which would not otherwise be achieved.  The 
2010 appraisal for the building indicates a market value of $190,000. 
 
Taxes 
The Village of Ossining will assist in the investigation of possible tax incentives for the successful 
developer of this RFP.  The Town of Ossining conducts the tax assessments for the Village.  The 
Village is willing to partner with the successful developer to provide a financially feasible way to 
successfully rehab and return this beautiful historic building into a vibrant use for both residents 
and visitors to enjoy. 
 
Required Copies 
Respondents should submit eight (8) copies of the requested information. The complete package 
of material shall be submitted to the following department and contact person: 
 

Ms. Ingrid M. Richards 
Manager of Downtown and Economic Development 

16 Croton Avenue 
2nd Floor 

Ossining, NY 10562 
 
Due Date 
All responses must be received by 4:30 pm on Friday, May 15, 2015.  
 
Selection Criteria and Process 
Submissions will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

• Prior experience of the development team 
• Ability of the developer to assemble a team with all requisite disciplines 
• Past performance of projects comparable in size and scope 
• Financial Capabilities 
• Demonstrated understanding of the Village of Ossining’s goals and visions 

 
Following a review of all submissions, a limited number of respondents will be selected for 
interviews and/or to submit more detailed proposals. The Village reserves the right to reject all 
submissions. Notification of project awards will be provided to all respondents
 


